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_ground" papers have-folded in

. round - paper,” -says Max’
l/gcheu founder and tdltOI‘ of
1l

" .Pages promoled urvan guer-

. revolutionairy struggle,” says

_tions ‘of the community  like
" - day-care centers, the food co-
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With~ Jess - emphasis,  on
bomb- makmg and more on
day-to-day "community * prob-
lems, under ground newspapers
contitiue " to g1ow in numbcrs
and influence.- )

Thele -are” al least 400 of
these jouma]s published

wwkly compaled to' about 200 |

a few years ago. Underground
ecitors’ say their total reader-
shipi§- ‘about 20 million.

Al-thesame time that under-

majc’n“‘fcitics-"like ‘New York
and* San Francisco, they are

. taking "root insuch’ unhkelylfans
- turf ag’ Apopka Fla.; Ainiston,

Ala., and”’ Mcbonnelsbmg, Pa.

“There isn’t a.town with a
population of more than 50.000
that - deesn’t have an under-

he Belkeley Barb.
Changmg focus

Smce their maJor mushroom
ing in the late 60°s, the papers

have bcen changmﬁ to refleet |
- the new moods of tLe youth!

movement., Wheré once the

rilla"warfare, now they delve
mto local problems and issues
interest to a w1de 1ange of
cmzens el
“The under glound press rep-
resented the' vanguard of the

Tom Forcade, a Zippie;-Wash-
irgton corrt,spondult for the
Underground Press Syndicate
and self-styled: quLhomy on the
underground scene;

“But what did all ! tlbse klds
living in hippie pads .care|,
‘about bombs? Now the papers
are becoming much.more.rele-
vant and realistic. They wrile
about the aliernativé Tistiti-

and movie 1ev1cws, actmtms

meetings ana. demonstrations
that aren't covered as daily
fare in {raditional . papers,
“The tourists buy our paper to
find out \what s really happen-
ing in town,” says Arf Kunkin
Tof the LA Eree. Press.

Boston Afler Dark ‘began in
1966 {o 'cover the "arts .and.
entertainment scene.” “As we
watched {he changing attitudes
in the counfry, we saw. a ré-
Q,)O!]Slblll{V to- become more
involved in socic-political- -is-.
sues-~the antiwar: movement
scgrcpation consumer - af-

\the publisher,

Mr. Mindich prefers that the
peper, with a circulation of
about 50,600 since its merger

called the Bosfon Phoeniz, nol
be categorized as underground.:

“ 1L think” too many of those
“| papers have beer irresponsibly )
-anti-establishmerfl,” I'd rather

this paper be called an alter-
netive mban weekly.” ’

Bird has a circulation of more
than 12,000 and is one of the

or underground, in the South.,
Four years ago 1. was dis-
paragingly denouncod as “that

“'|hippie ‘paper’’ ‘by Atlanta citi-
zens. Bul today it has consid- '

erable influence and features;
local | cornimnunity” ~ coverage:
ialong with its cwn brand of!

included articles on housing'
shortages-for blacks and rate

--thikes by--the-- Georgia Powcr.

Company

Underground . papers have‘
ot 'only popularized every-:
thing in. the-: counter-culture.
fxom drugs -to dropping out,
‘they . have also” aided the 1ae-

rmentum of causes like ecology,

‘women’s liberation and peace.

ops, the health cllmcs "
Many undergxound papers !

hate -begun ' aiming at a

broadez audlence, addmg book~

Activists credit the Ann’
Arbor Sun for helping elect.
two radieals to the City Coun-:
cil .and for lowe1 fmes for,

says Stephen Mmdxch,-‘

with {he Phoeriz and now

radical politics- A recent issue!’

Y

e d
man]uana smokers,- Boston
After Dark and the Phoeniz
claim' their investigalive sto-.
ries were instrumental in halt-
ing construetion of the Park
Plaza urban renewal project
that many felt threatened the

-lcom mumty
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Atlanta’s " "Great Spcckled"

most popular weeklies, straight
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